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MAY AT A GLANCE: 
 

10th—Happy Mother’s Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17th—Music Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25th—Memorial Day (office closed) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Every Sunday —10am Live Streaming Worship on Facebook and 
then available on YouTube for later viewing 
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Our Mission Statement: 
 

Our mission is to gather 
as a church family for 
worship and spiritual 
fellowship, to nurture 
and educate, and to pro-
claim the gospel to the 
world. 
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FROM THE 
PASTOR’S DESK 

 Do you remember that old ditty where you clasp your fingers to-
gether, point your pointer fingers up and say, “Here’s the church, here’s the 
steeple, open the door—see all the people?” If your fingers are pointed in 
then you see wiggly fingers representing people, but if your fingers are point-
ed out then it looks like the church is empty. Currently that is how our church looks—empty. And yet 
we are still the church, with worship, music, committee meetings, a Session meeting, Deacons, food 
pantry, mission giving and more.  
  How can that be? Well, when any officer or pastor of a church is elected, one of the ques-
tions they are asked is, “Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and 
love?” I think because we are doing those 4 things we are fulfilling our vows as members of the church. 
  Energy:  This pandemic has sapped us away from our regular routines so that everything is 
new. New schedules, new ways of doing things, new ways of relating to others. It takes energy to be 
on your guard every minute you’re out of the house. How do you buy groceries while still social dis-
tancing? How do we stay in touch with our loved ones who are not allowed to visit in person? How do 
I get my computer to connect me to others via Zoom, or Skype, or Facetime, or Webex? It takes en-
ergy to do everything new, and it’s easy to let down, but your church is committed to continuing as 
much of our regular ministry as possible. When we do it right we stream worship, we meet for Bible 
Study, we hold committee or group meetings, the Youth Group gathers online, the Sunday School kids 
participate in a lesson. The energy is there to be the church even without a building. 
 
 Intelligence:  Figuring all of these technical challenges has not been easy, but collectively we 
have put our heads together and found ways of getting tasks accomplished. How do we stream a ser-
vice? How do we make a bulletin available to everyone getting the streaming service? How do we in-
corporate music into the service? How do we continue to offer Sunday School and Youth Group to 
our youngster? How do we meet the demand for food through our Food Bank and keep both the 
workers and the clients safe? All of those things have been considered and a solution found.  
 
 Imagination:  This new world we’ve found ourselves in has demanded creativity and new 
ways of thinking. Do we just not offer worship at all since no one can sit in a pew in our sanctuary, or 
is there a way to get the message out still? Do we offer just a message on Sunday morning (as many 
churches are doing) or can we still offer a full worship service? This pandemic has insisted on us figur-
ing out what we want to do, and then figuring out a how to do it. 
 
 Love:  This is, of course, the motivation for all that we do. We love worshiping the Lord. We 
love staying in touch. We love helping those in need. We love our children and youth and want them 
to experience the love of God as well. Instead of just doing what we’ve always done, this situation has 
forced us to choose what we do and how to do it so that God’s love continues to be spread. 
 As the song goes:  “The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, the church is not a resting 
place. The church is a people.” With or without direct contact, we are still God’s church, the body of 
Christ, here in Branchville, and we’ll continue to serve with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love. 
                      Your pastor,  

 Open the Doors, 
See All the People 
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 Aaron & Ethan 

 Walter Ackerly 

 Active military 

 All those fighting anxiety and de-
pression 

 All those fighting cancer 
 All medical staffs 

 All families who have had a loss and 
cannot have the support of people 
close to them 

 All those who have lost their jobs or 
had their jobs furloughed 

 All  small business owners who are 
struggling to keep afloat 

 Anthony & Samantha 

 Ann 

 John Arnedt 
 Audrey 

 Barbara 

 Corine Barton– undergoing chemo 

 Beth & Ken 

 Tim Berg 

 Buddy (Laura’s dad, recovering from 
hip replacement surgery and under-
going chemo. 

 Carl 
 Peg Carlson 

 Kathleen Castonguay 

 Chuck 

 Leann Clausen 

 Corinne Coulter’s granddaughter, 
Emerson home from the hospital 
and recuperating from COVID-19. 
May she and her father Tyler be 

reunited with the rest of the family 
soon. 

 Dan 

 Carole Edwards 

 Family & Friends of Duncan Cald-
well 

 Lorraine Feaser 
 Lorraine Feaser’s daughter Stepha-

nie who is an RN  working with 
COVID-19 patients 

 Natalie Fletcher age 93 with COVID-
19 

 Peter Fletcher wiith COVID-19 

 Fred 

 Greg 

 Deb Grimm’s children, Jess & Col-
ling who are working with those in 
need 

 High School Seniors 

 Family of Jeannie Hoffman 

 Phyllis  & Lauren Hoke 

 Holy Spirit will ignite the hearts of 
believers and that lost lambs will be 
found by our loving Shepherd.  

 Irene 

 Isobel RN with COVID-19 

 Jack 

 Jake –fighting Corona 

 Jess 

 Jim 

 Joe & Robin 

 John 

 Jolene & John 

 Justin fighting COVID-19 

 Karen 

 Kate & Mike 

 Kayla 

 Lillian Kinney 

 Greg Klewin who just lost his 102 
year old father-in-law, James Ni-
chetta 

 Kyle 

 Amy, Dave & Josh Langley 

 Lisa & Rob 

 Mary Beth 

 Family & friends of Joanne McCain 

 Pam Mchaluk 

 Mike McMillen suffering with cancer 
 Mikey & Riley 

 Morgan 

 Ruth Morrow 

 Gail M. 
 John Newcomer’s sister-in-law and 

her kids after passing of John’s 
brother Tom 

 Joe Oldock’s family & friends 

 Pat & Dave 

 John & Karen Pawelczyk 

 Prayers for all to be able to get 
through this difficult time 

 Rachel 
 Carolyn Rauscher 
 Rich 

 Robin 

 Ruth—Gail Burckes’ neighbor facing 
surgery for cancer 

 Michael Ryan and all first respond-
ers & essential workers 

 Sarah 

 Search for therapeutics that may 
help those with COVID-19 

 Etta Sampleon the loss of her broth-
er, Darren 

 Sharonlee Schaffer 
 Sherry 

 Stephanie 

 Sue 

 Suzanne & Jerry 

 Terri and family of her husband after 
his sudden passing 

 Those at higher risk for COVID-19 

 Those in nursing homes and long 
term care facilities 

 Tracy, nurse in Newark 

 Vanessa 

 Willie with COVID-19 

 Gail Zubl 

 Wende Clausen’s daughter Leann, 
who gave birth to a baby boy Ryan 
William Dunn 

 Rich Elliott has a new granddaugh-
ter named Grace. 

 

Please offer prayers for these 
concerns that have been 
brought to our attention. They 
are collected each Sunday 
morning during the past month 
from the prayer concerns list 
used in worship. 
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PLEASE GIVE – Our church has ongoing expenses for maintenance, insurance, upkeep, sala-
ries and missions we support. Giving is down significantly, so please give if you are able to. In 
addition to the options of mailing in a check, using Bill Pay at your bank, or using our e-Giving 
service, we are now able to offer you the option of giving through texting on your phone. Just text 
the word GIVE to 973-874-1277 and follow the link that will be texted back to you. You can do-
nate using your credit card, debit card, checking or savings account. 
NEW OFFICE HOURS – Secretary Laura is now in the office:  Mondays 7-8:30am, Tuesdays 
5:30-7pm, Wednesdays 8am-6pm, Thursdays 5:30-7pm, and Fridays 7-8:30am, and may be 
reached at 973-948-3495 or presbsec@ptd.net.  
SPRING FUNDRAISER—Daisey Roe Chain with help from C & C Growers, 156 Hampton 
House Road (Rte. 206) in Newton,10% of what you buy from them will come back to the church. 
Take a hot pink flyer with you when shopping for your spring flowers and hanging baskets. Flyers 
can be found in front of the doors to the Fellowship Hall, or you can either call or email Laura at 
the church and she will mail one you your house.  
 

CLOSINGS AND SCHEDULE CHANGES: 
 

 THE DAISEY ROE THRIFT SHOP will NOT be open for business until the viral 
threat is over. You may, however, call a Daisey Roe member or the church of-
fice to make arrangements  to bring in items to donate. PLEASE DO NOT JUST 
LEAVE ITEMS ON THE BREEZEWAY. Thank you! 

 

  THE FISH & CHIPS DINNER has been postponed until, hopefully, the fall. 
 

DAISEY ROE FLEA MARKET has been postponed until September 12th on Branchville 
Garage Sale Day.  
 
THE BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION has been postponed until May of 2021.  

 
 

Our Worship Continues Online 
 
 
 
 

Our worship schedule is every Sunday morning at 10am streaming live on  
Facebook Live.  “Friend” pastorjh@ptd.net and watch for the announcement that we’ve gone live.  Afterward the video will 

be posted to YouTube. Search for “First Presbyterian Church of Branchville.” 



5  

MAY 2020                   CHURCH KEY NEWSLETTER 

Page 5 

WHO’S YOUR FARMER? 
 

Looking for fresh just picked produce to serve to your family? Then, look no further. Wykertown 
Farms LLC operates a CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) Program just 3 miles from the 
church. 
 

What is a CSA you ask? It’s a commitment between shareholders and their farmer. By entering 
the CSA agreement, shareholders agree that they will share in the bountiful harvest of fresh pro-
duce when the growing season is good, as well as the inherent risks of the farming operation 
(poor weather, drought, disease, animal impacts, early/late frost, crop failure and so on). 
 

Wykertown Farms LLC is owned by our church member Cully Opilla. The CSA Program here is a 
“true” CSA  - meaning we order the seeds, plant the seeds in our two greenhouses or field, take 
care of plants throughout the growing season, harvest produce when ready and make it available 
for pick up twice a week. Nothing is brought in from other farms. Our shareholders know exactly 
where their produce is coming from and how it is grown because they can see it. 
 

What are we planting this year? Below is a partial list: 

 
We also have fresh eggs as an extra for $4/dozen. 
  
 CSA PRICING: 
 

  Full Share—$600 
 
  1/2 Share —$325 

      
  Growing season is expected to be 20 weeks, from June through October. 
 

     WYKERTOWN FARMS CSA  
CULLY OPILLA 

                  (973) 222-8942  OR 973-875-3304   
www.wykertownfarms.com 

 

 Beans 

 Beets 

 Broccoli 
 Cabbage—red and  
green 

 Carrots 

 Cucumbers  

 Eggplant—purple and 
Asian 

 Herbs 

 Kale 

 Lettuce 

 Radishes 

 Spinach 

 Tomatoes—variety 

 Peppers-variety 

 Summer Squash 

 Zucchini 
 Squashes—Variety 
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John Arnedt  5/1 
Rich Elliott  5/3 
Karen Opilla  5/7 
Cyndi Stumpf  5/7 
Gail Burckes  5/8 
Aeliana Opilla      5/9 
Stacey Van Houten  5/9 
Emily Billings  5/11 
Debbie Guile  5/13 

Tom McCurdy  5/13 
Delaney Sandberg  5/16 
Connie Leenheer  5/22 
William Loos  5/23 
Lois Kinney  5/25 
John Grau  5/28 
Meryl Kurland  5/29 
Gay Plog      5/31 

 BREAKFAST TART WITH PANCETTA 
INGREDIENTS: 
Butter & Flour for the pan 
1 9-inch unroll-and-bake refrigerated pie crust 
1 large egg white, lightly beaten 
2 teaspoons vegetable oil 
3 ounces pancetta, cut into 1/4-inch pieces 
5 large eggs, at room temperature 
1/2 cup (4 ounces) mascarpone cheese,  
at room temperature 
2 cups (8 ounces) shredded gruyere cheese  
3 scallions, white and pale green parts, thinly sliced 
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt 
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 
 DIRECTIONS: 
1. Place an oven rack in the center of the oven. Preheat the oven to 400 degrees.   
2. Butter and flour the bottom and sides of a 9-inch tart pan with a removable bottom. Unroll the 

pie crust and gently press into the bottom and sides of the pan. Trim any excess from the 
top.  

3. With the tines of a fork, prick the bottom of the pastry. Using a pastry brush, brush the crust 
with the beaten egg white. Put the pan on a baking sheet and bake for 10 minutes, until the 
egg white has set. Let cool 10 minutes.  

4. Meanwhile, in a medium skillet, heat the oil over medium-high heat. Add the pancetta and 
cook, stirring frequently, for 6 to 8 minutes, until browned and crispy. Drain on a paper towel-
lined plate. 

5. In a medium bowl, lightly beat the eggs. Whisk in the mascarpone, gruyere, scallions, salt, 
pepper and the pancetta. Pour into the cooled crust and bake for about 18 minutes, until the 
mixture has set and the top is golden.  

6. Cool the tart for 10 to 15 minutes and then remove from the pan. Cut the tart into wedges and 
serve warm or at room temperature.  
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NOTES 
 
 
 

 

View our website at:   
http://www.fpcbranchville.org  

 
and Facebook at: 

http://www.facebook.com  
(ask to be friends with 
“pastorjh@ptd.net”) 

 
You may e-mail  

the secretary at presbsec@ptd.net  
or the pastor at  pastorjh@ptd.net 

 
View a daily devotion at: 

http://www.d365.org    

First Presbyterian Church of Branchville 
PO Box 1 

3-5 Wantage Avenue 
Branchville, NJ 07826 

 
Phone 973-948-3495 
Fax 973-948-3495 

 

Dear Jeff, Kay & Laura, 
 
Happy Easter and God Bless. We are 
enjoying the online services,  
 

Thanks,  
Doreen & Dan Adamsky 

PS—He is Risen! 

Dear Jeff & Friends, 
  
I have so enjoyed your church services. I am 
able to get it on my iPad. I am really starting to 
miss home, but my girls have taken good care 
of me. I spent 3 months in Arizona with Jonie 
and came to Pam’s in Missouri on March 7th 
where I am now until who knows when! I did in-
tend to go to Florida with my sister, but we will 
see if I get there. Hopefully I will be back to Ke-
mah Lake in June. Greetings to all!  
 

Love,  
Charlotte Lawson Photo take by Jean Ransom.  
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